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Charlotte McKinney i amesicas taest
hombshell, cementing her status in one of this year’s Super Bowl adverts
(she ale a burger in a bikini). But it all started on Instagram. Told she was
Loo curvy Lo model, the 22-year-old took malters into her own hands.
Her account now boasts more than halfl a million followers, and made her
Kate Upton’s heir apparent. God bless social media...
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— Spotlight ——

he love goddess
Wanus rises from the ses, goldwreathed, and her
latest incamation hails from Qrlonde. Charlatte
McKinney first mode waves os the blonde bomb-
shell in o 2014 ad compaign for Guess, made
another splash in early 2015 with o sassy Svper
Bowl ad for Carl’s Jr. allnatural burgers, and then
dived rightinto Seasan 20 of ABC's Dancing with
the Stars. Though har image swims thraugh the In-
temnet, her profile still needs to fill cut, Whe is this
new girl, semingly born far o bikini?

“I grew up in Florida,” McKinney says, 7| hove
two parents that are sill together. They ewn a busi-
ness—they sell exctic cors. To me, nowadays, il's
30 lucky to haove two porents shill tagesher, | believe
that's how I've made it so far, hoving such an emaz.
ing family behind me.” McKinney's destiny was
thrust upon her at 14, *The doy befare | wenl infe my
freshman year | woke up and | had these things”—
breasts, big anes. *| didn't really know # it was good
or bad. Thank Geod my older sister, Garland, wes
there to help me dress them.” Turns out the mean girls
in high school didn't like McKinney or har breasts
and she was bullied. *I guess they sow me as o tor-
get. | was always palling around with guys because
1 was funny, and | didn't have
a lot of girlliends to bock me.”
MeKinney mode oiher plans.
“I knew what | had 1o do,” she
i says, “l knew school wasn't an
aption for me—with my dyslexia, my grodes, the bul-
lying." With icons Brigitte Bardat, Claudia Schiffer,
and Christie Brinkley as guiding stars, McKinney
dropped aul of school at 17 and hit the modaling
agencies. The agendies laughed.

“You're five seven, you want to model, and you
have ginormous boabs” was the refrain McKinney
. remembers hearing. Mo one's going to book you.”
Befare the Guess ad apened daoors, she couldn’t
even gel o job for Miomi Swim Week. "Who
wouldn't want o curvy girl in o swimsuit?,” McKinney
asks rhetorically, The answer is: Mo ene wouldn't.
‘Which is why this 21-year-ald is Venus ascending.
m really inlo comedy, | hope to find an outlet to
shaw who lom. I'm o funny girl " —LAURA JACOBS

Charlatts McKinnsy,
pealide.

MCKINNEY WEARS

A ROBE BY FRETTE
AND, QFPOSITE, A
SWIMSUIT BY PEIXOTO,
EARRINGS BY
TIFFANY & CO., AND
A BRACELET BY
JEMMIFER FISHER.
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